jg                                          WILLIAM   II

part to the influence of the Countess Waldersee, and largely
also to the unkindly treatment which his consort received
during the early years of her marriage at the hands of his
family. Although a nice and gentle-looking girl, Augusta-
Victoria was far from shining either by her beauty or her
elegance at a court which is one of the most cruelly critical
and satirical in all Europe. Moreover, she labored under
the disadvantage of being the daughter of the Duchess of
Augustenburg, who is not credited with a robust intellect,
and, in fact has passed the greater part of her life in re-
tirement, and of the Duke of Augustenburg, who was famed
thirty years ago for the dullness of his mind. In fact,
after Prussia had undertaken in his behalf the conquest of
the Duchy of Schleswig-Holstein, to which he was entitled
by right of inheritance, and which had been unlawfully
seized by Denmark, Prince Bismarck refused to permit the
duke to assume the sovereignty thereof, on the publicly
expressed ground that it would be an act of the most out-
rageous tyranny to subject any state to the rule of so in-
tensely stupid a man as the duke.

This utterance on the part of Bismarck, which may be
found in most of the German histories printed prior to the
accession of the present Emperor, was naturally recalled to
mind at the Court of Berlin, when the daughter of the duke
became the bride of Prince William, and the widespread
belief in her inherited dullness of intellect was further in-
creased by the mingled impatience and pity which charac-
terized the behavior of her husband's mother and sisters
towards her.

There is much that is chivalrous in the nature of the
present German emperor, and it was precisely the unkind-
ness and slights to which his bride was subjected that had
the effect of drawing him more closely to her. He didy conviction that this was due in
